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This paper explores the economic dimensions embedded within the Four Vedas—Rigveda,
Yajurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda - through a textual and analytical study of selected mantras. The
study highlights various aspects of Vedic economic life, including agricultural production, cattle wealth,
trade, labour specialization, navigation, wealth accumulation, economic ethics, and social welfare. Particular
attention has been given to concepts such as productive labour, resource management, commercial exchange,
debt repayment, and collective prosperity, which reveal an advanced socio-economic consciousness in Vedic
society. The paper further examines how religious practices were closely interconnected with material well-
being and economic organization. By analyzing economic references scattered throughout the Vedic hymns,
the study attempts to demonstrate that the Vedas preserve some of the earliest foundations of Indian economic
thought and provide valuable insights into the socio-economic structure of ancient India.

The Four Vedas—Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda—occupy a distinguished position as
the earliest repositories of knowledge in Indian civilization. Although the Vedas are generally regarded as
the foundation of religious and spiritual literature, they also provide a vivid picture of the economic life of
ancient Indian society. Various aspects of agriculture, animal husbandry, trade, crafts, medicine, wealth,
navigation, administrative organization, and occupational division of labour are found scattered throughout
the Vedic hymns.

The economic foundation of Vedic society primarily rested upon agriculture and cattle-rearing.
Consequently, repeated prayers were offered to the deities for food, fertile land, cows, horses, and material
prosperity. At the same time, references to merchants, carpenters, chariot-makers, physicians, householders,
and military leaders indicate the gradual development of specialization of labour and economic organization
within society. Mentions of river routes, maritime journeys, and the exchange of goods further suggest the
existence of an early system of trade and commerce. Likewise, references to institutions such as the Sabha,
Samiti, the king, and the Gramani (village chief) provide evidence of the growth of social and political
administration.

Thus, beneath the religious and liturgical framework of the Vedic hymns, one can discern the reflection of
a well-structured economic system in ancient India. Therefore, Vedic literature holds immense significance
as an authentic and valuable source for the study of the history of Indian economic thought.

The hymns of the Rigveda provide a vivid reflection of the economic and social life of the Vedic age.
Alongside religious worship and ritualistic practices, the text contains numerous references to agriculture,
cattle-rearing, trade, crafts, medicine, navigation, wealth, administration, and occupational division of
labour, thereby revealing the existence of a well-organized economic system. Food, land, cattle, and wealth
were regarded as the principal means of livelihood, and repeated prayers were offered to various deities for
prosperity, nourishment, and social welfare. Hence, the Rigvedic hymns are not merely religious
compositions; they also serve as valuable records of the economic realities of the Vedic period.
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Agriculture constituted the principal foundation of the Vedic economy. The mantra “3{ a'qf e m
Py fad T dgHIHTT:”! advises people to abandon gambling and engage in agriculture, thereby
establishing farming as a stable and honourable occupation. Similarly, the mantras “HRT I e ﬁ
A qUdE Sor, < 7: relm 31 YfH P, “YH T8l YA R:”, and “YAERT faHT a1 SEU
contain prayers for successful ploughing, sowing of seeds, and agricultural prosperity. In the mantra *

I: JHIT HI ™ | the earth is personified as a benevolent goddess, while IR qﬂtlf_d'{&f ﬂjﬁa |

ST Y&I* compares fertile land to a nourishing cow. These references clearly indicate that agricultural
production formed the backbone of the Vedic economy.

The importance of food grains is also emphasized in several hymns. In “JFAUASTAY Al &fe” , direct
prayers are offered for food. The mantra “33\7" '_‘h ?]'% @-q% %@'&1?{”6 seeks nourishment for both humans
and animals. References to barley appear in “dd W TR, while “HI NTY Y8 suggests the

preparation of food substances. The mantra [ 31T refers to sacrificial food offerings. These
passages demonstrate that food production and grain cultivation were essential pillars of economic stability.

Cattle-rearing constituted another major component of the Vedic economy. Cows were regarded as the
chief symbols of wealth and prosperity. The mantras “TTral Y M $'§<\I | HI[” and “TId:

U Y& glorify the importance of cows. In “J Al HGaUT H= AT, cows are praised for their
nourishing qualities. The mantra “WW B 3’[‘38[?11:[”12 extols the milk of the inviolable cow, while

“qT TEAFTARG T i3 condemns cow slaughter. These references reveal that cattle possessed both
economic and religious significance in Vedic society.

The importance of horses is likewise noteworthy. In “3H& BRI , the power and grandeur of the horse

are celebrated. The mantra “HT AT YT SAHEN 9”15 prays for the health and well-being of horses.
Horses served as important means of warfare, transportation, and trade. Other animals are also mentioned

in mantras such as “37SlT §d U%:”16, «ZHuifdat ﬂﬁlﬁi”” , and “qﬂf‘l-f%lﬁ'Uﬂ?IT[”‘g. Thus, animal husbandry

played a significant role not only in food and dairy production but also in the broader economic structure.

1Rgveda 10.34.13
2Rgveda 4.57.5
3Rgveda 4.57.6
4Rgveda 4.57.8
SRgveda 1.187.10
®Rgveda 1.187.9
"Rgveda 1.117.21
8 Rgveda 3.52.7

9 Rgveda 1.162.3
10 Rgveda 6.28.1

1 Rgveda 6.28.6

12 Rgveda 1.164.27
13 Rgveda 8.101.15
“Rgveda 1.163.2
15 Rgveda 1.162.21
16 Rgveda 1.162.2
17 Rgveda 10.26.6
18 Rgveda 4.58.3
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The Rigveda also reflects the considerable development of crafts and industries. The mantra “q&Tof
fA%R=TY! refers to carpentry and craftsmanship. “JalT: RIEG=T” (Rgveda 10.85.7) suggests the
existence of sewing practices. The weaving industry is indicated in “?‘l'_g; dd” (Rgveda 10.130.1).
Leatherwork is reflected in “THUI Waé}” (Rgveda 5.85.5), while “dUl qeffa (Rgveda 10.72.2) points

to carving or metal craftsmanship. Particularly significant is the mantra “YYBRI HYBR2 | which
mentions chariot-makers and horse-trainers. These examples demonstrate that occupational crafts and
industries had attained an organized form in Vedic society.

The concept of occupatlonal specialization and social organization is also clearly visible in the Rigveda.
The mantra “®ToIg ddl f‘l\-IW” (Rgveda 9.112.3) refers to poets, physicians, and other professionals.
Medical knowledge is reflected in TS Ao fH: (Rgveda 1.116.16). References to priests and sacrificial
functions occur in “Qﬁ%ﬁ I and “G\Idl A 3R (Rgveda 1.12.1). Intellectual and literary activities

are emphasized in “TTRAU Ui FHId 36T (Rgveda 1.164.24), “BIMITHARIGT” (Rgveda 9.97.9).

These references indicate that knowledge-based professions enjoyed considerable prestige in Vedic society.

Important information regarding trade and wealth is also found in the Rigveda. The mantra “SGHe gforsi

EIECIEE (Rgveda 3.15.1) refers to merchants and commercial activity. In “Ql:f a 3] gqun fashasy”
(Rgveda 4.24.9), prayers are offered for successful buying and selling. The desire for wealth and prosperity
is expressed in “&(QUIGT FIAURIRTT:” (Rgveda 1.15.7), “H7i & 3&d GaM:"2! , and *IF =: FemHig=
(Rgveda 1.46.2). These passages suggest that wealth was regarded as a major indicator of social prestige
and economic stability.

Navigation and transportation systems had also developed considerably during the Vedic age. The mantras
“TaT il ATd URF” (Rgveda 1.46.7), “XANRAT AMGH” (Rgveda 1.116.3), and “3RA df fda: gy»
(Rgveda 1.116.4) refer to boats, navigation, and riverine transport. These references indicate that water-
based trade and communication formed an important component of the Vedic economy. Rivers served as
important channels connecting different settlements and facilitating the exchange of goods.

The Rigveda also presents clear evidence of political and administrative organization. The mantra “HHI o
o1 giffay> (Rgveda 10.34.6) refers to the ‘Sabha’ and ‘Samiti’, institutions associated with political
deliberation and governance. References to rulers and administrative officers occur in “XTSI a'stﬂ:lm
(Reveda 8.70.1), “TUTS THUMM” (Rgveda 1.126.2), “UTHUN" (Rgveda 10.62.11), and “YAFIH:”
(Rgveda 9.96.6). Family-based economic organization is reflected in ﬂ@qﬁ%[ an” (Rgveda 7.15.2) and
G JHT” (Rgveda 1.185.1). Furthermore, concerns regarding theft and protection of property appear

n ‘I T TP (Rgveda 7.104.24) and “HI d: ESE| g'Q'I?T” (Rgveda 1.42.2). These references

demonstrate that the protection of wealth and social security were considered important aspects of Vedic
economic life.

Thus, the hymns of the Rigveda contain multidimensional discussions on agriculture, cattle-rearing, food
production, crafts, trade, transportation, medicine, administration, and wealth. Beneath their religious
framework, these hymns reflect a realistic picture of life and reveal the existence of a well-organized

Y Rgveda 10.81.3
20 Rgveda 9.112.2
21 Rgveda 7.41.2
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economic structure in Vedic society. Therefore, the Rigveda occupies a position of great importance as one
of the earliest and most valuable sources for the study of ancient Indian economic thought.

The mantras of the Yajurveda present a realistic and vivid reflection of the economic consciousness of
Vedic society. Alongside religious rituals and sacrificial practices, the text expresses deep concern for daily
life, an agriculture-based economy, cattle-rearing, trade, wealth, gold, strength, and social prosperity. Food,
cows, horses, land, and wealth were regarded as indispensable elements of human livelihood, and therefore
repeated prayers were offered to the deities for prosperity, nourishment, and abundance. Within these
hymns, the foundational principles of ancient Indian economic thought are clearly reflected.

Food and nourishment were conceived as the primary sources of life and vitality. In the mantra “Fo g Y
BRG] D eUdH?? (Yajurveda 18.11), a prayer is offered for ‘@irja’ or nourishing energy. Here, the term “iirja’
signifies not merely food, but also vitality and productive power. The mantra “??Gi EE (Yajurveda 18.9)
seeks food and the means of sustenance. Similarly, “ZHot Al 9 fgue a—gj&ﬁ”% prays for nourishment for
both humans and animals, while “Zot Ira>NI0N(JIJ-I\”24 expresses the desire for abundant and varied

prosperity. In “HRY GaT SIAUMHT TSI (Yajurveda 7.46) and “3RARY &AUT 425 | prayers are offered
to the gods for wealth and the means of livelihood. These references clearly demonstrate that food
production and nourishment were regarded as the principal foundations of economic stability.

The agricultural basis of society is also prominently reflected in the Yajurveda. The mantra “HId[ ﬂ-ﬂﬁi”
(Yajurveda 12.12) personifies the earth as a mother. This is not merely a poetic metaphor but a profound

recognition of agrarian life. In “t‘[filﬁ:f ©6” (Yajurveda 12.29), prayers are offered for the stability and
fertility of the earth. The mantra “ﬁ’EITqT‘ﬁ qﬁl@r” (Yajurveda 12.63) describes the earth as benevolent and
auspicious. The importance of forest and tree resources is reflected in < J&{TUITH” (Yajurveda 8.37), while

“?@ odl” (Yajurveda 18.45) directly indicates agricultural activity. These references reveal that land, trees,
and agricultural production constituted the primary basis of economic life.

The importance of cattle-rearing is likewise strongly reflected in the economic thought of the Yajurveda.
Cows were regarded as the foremost symbols of wealth and prosperity. In “TT&d 7:” (Yajurveda 13.44),
prayers are offered for cattle wealth. TNy W” (Yajurveda 13.40) expresses the desire for prosperity
enriched with cows, while “TTaT giyor (Yajurveda 8.28) prays for the nourishment and increase of cattle.
The mantra “dg Tﬁ‘EFF:[” (Yajurveda 17.84) seeks abundant cattle wealth, and “711d: ﬁa'_g_[” (Yajurveda
18.39) expresses the desire for milk-yielding cows. Likewise, “HI 9t ggadt GolH"*® invokes the image
of'a cow overflowing with milk. Cows were sources of milk, clarified butter, and curd, and they also played

a vital role in agriculture and sacrificial rituals. Thus, cattle wealth represented one of the chief indicators
of economic power in Vedic society.

2 Yajurveda 18.11
2 Yajurveda 11.83
24 Yajurveda 11.62
23 Yajurveda 17.68
26 Yajurveda 18.24
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The significance of horses is equally noteworthy. The mantra “grfoHraar (Yajurveda 8.16) praises horse-
rich prosperity, while “3fYTaei:” (Yajurveda 8.76) refers to wealth accompanied by horses. In “3H¥
YIdd:” (Yajurveda 6.16), the speed and strength of the horse are glorified. The mantra “dlol¥ i
(Yajurveda 18.13) expresses the desire for strength and vigorous prosperity. In Vedic society, horses served
as important means of warfare, transportation, and commercial communication. Consequently, horse wealth
symbolized both political authority and economic strength.

The aspiration for wealth is deeply reflected in numerous mantras. In I o’ (Yajurveda 18.37),
prayers are offered for prosperity and material abundance. “m 88727 seeks the establishment
of wealth and nourishment among the people, while TN @T” (Yajurveda 4.9) invokes the growth
of prosperity. The mantra “gfquig o> (Yajurveda 18.10) contains a direct prayer for wealth. In :
tlﬁ'cﬂﬂ TYT"?® , protection and welfare are sought from Brhaspati, while “fagyar : ﬁﬁ?ﬂq”zg (Yajurveda

22.29) prays for well-being and prosperity from all directions. The mantra “gHUTY <UTd” (Yajurveda
17.46) expresses the aspiration for thousandfold prosperity. Through terms such as ‘rayi’, ‘dravina’, and
‘posa’, these hymns reveal the concepts of wealth, property, and economic power.

The importance of gold and precious metals is also significant. In T Tlﬁﬁanﬁ:[” (Yajurveda 4.24), gold
is presented as a symbol of splendour and prosperity. The mantra “feRud g i (Yajurveda 18.19) directly

prays for gold, while the expression “%TU?EI'UFT:” (Yajurveda 34.21) reflects the brilliance and
magnificence associated with it. Gold served as a major medium of ornamentation, sacrificial utility, and
accumulation of wealth. These references indicate the development of a metal-based economic
consciousness.

Commercial mentality and trade activities are likewise evident in the Yajurveda. The mantra “S~<%Hg gforsi
EIRIER (Yajurveda 9.50) contains a significant reference to merchants and commerce. In “gfqe

?” (Yajurveda 10.32), the desire to acquire further wealth through existing wealth is clearly
expressed. The mantra “[A A1 3% YYUI fAshaY 0 prays for successful buying and selling, while “[ I

3 aﬁ_?lt[”“ seeks safety and success in commercial journeys. These references clearly indicate that
exchange, trade, and mercantile activities formed important aspects of the Vedic economy.

Special importance was also attached to strength, vigour, and efficiency. In “gd g oA (Yajurveda 18.15),
prayers are offered for physical strength, while “Hg e (Yajurveda 18.14) seeks endurance and resilience.
The mantra <3Sl &7 (Yajurveda 18.22) invokes vital energy, and g g | (Yajurveda 18.37) expresses
the desire for courage and productive capacity. Labour power was indispensable in agriculture, cattle-
rearing, and social life; therefore, strength and efficiency were regarded as essential foundations of
economic prosperity.

Thus, the mantras of the Yajurveda reflect multidimensional ideas relating to food, agriculture, land, cattle,
horses, wealth, gold, trade, strength, and social prosperity. Beneath the religious framework of these hymns,

¥ Yajurveda 17.36
28 Yajurveda 4.37

® Yajurveda 22.29
30 Yajurveda 30.22
31 Yajurveda 30.23
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one can clearly perceive the production system of an agrarian society, the concept of wealth, commercial
mentality, and the aspiration for a prosperous life. Consequently, the Yajurveda occupies a distinguished
place as an authentic and valuable source for the study of ancient Indian economic thought.

Agriculture, cattle-rearing, and wealth-centered social organization constituted some of the principal
foundations of the economic life of the Vedic age. Numerous mantras of the Samaveda reflect not only
religious worship but also the practical struggles of human life, including concerns for food production,
cattle wealth, horses, gold, strength, security, and social prosperity. The economic consciousness reflected
in these hymns is not merely materialistic; rather, it is intimately connected with religion, society, and
collective welfare. Consequently, repeated prayers were offered to the deities for food, wealth, cattle, and
happiness.

Food was conceived as the primary basis of human existence. In the mantra 33 @uar HY:32 it is
declared that happiness, joy, and welfare reside in food itself. Here, food is regarded not merely as

sustenance but as the principal force sustaining life. Again, in “3{d 3 ‘l-ﬂzlﬁf IR YaHIH"* | food is
described as nourishing like clarified butter (*ghrta*), thereby emphasizing its purity and nutritive value.

The mantra “3{a& - ¢fg” (Samaveda 873) contains a direct prayer for food, while “3{JH dg ?UI%”
(Samaveda 901) expresses the desire for abundant grain production. These references clearly indicate that
food supply formed the central basis of economic security. The conception of food in the Samaveda thus
reflects the agrarian realities of Vedic society.

The relationship between nature and agrarian economy was extremely profound. In “JYT - aﬂa@ﬁlt”
(Samaveda 836), aspirations for fertility and agricultural prosperity are expressed. The mantra “Tol]
JfYTTTEd™> invokes the rain-god for sufficient rainfall, recognizing that agricultural production was
impossible without rain. In “gf ’@1” (Samaveda 943), prayers are offered for the earth to become
auspicious and fertile. The mantra “ﬁf: fOa t{fil_cﬂ HIAT®®  personifies heaven and earth as father and

mother, reflecting a deep awareness of nature-dependent agricultural life. Likewise, “ﬁéﬂﬁm ginganr
(Samaveda 1512) expresses the desire for fertile fields and a prosperous life. These prayers demonstrate
that agriculture formed the backbone of the economic structure and that favourable natural conditions were
essential for production.

Cattle-rearing was likewise an indispensable aspect of economic life. Cows, in particular, were regarded as
the foremost symbols of wealth and prosperity. In “31d[ q‘rm{” (Samaveda 1284), prayers are offered for
the nourishment and increase of cattle. The term ‘posa’ signifies not merely numerical growth but also

health and productive capacity. The mantra “1ﬂ1:|'cg Vﬂ'ﬂ[” (Samaveda 865) seeks wealth enriched with cows,
while “33 3T 72 (Samaveda 1257) invokes Agni for wealth and cattle. In “TARY: I (Samaveda
1093), the aspiration for a life enriched with cows and horses is expressed. Similarly, “TH= : ?ﬁ[”
(Samaveda 1379) prays for cattle-filled prosperity, while “Ial W T 2% identifies cows with

32 Samaveda 825
33 Samaveda 829
34 Samaveda 972
35 Samaveda 1246
36 Samaveda 1463
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fortune and abundance. This cattle-centered outlook clearly indicates that cows constituted one of the chief
measures of economic strength.

The importance of horses is also particularly significant. In “3fYTacil:” (Samaveda 301), prosperity
associated with horses is praised. The mantra « 3y Q‘Cﬂ'ﬂ[” (Samaveda 865) prays for wealth accompanied
by horses, while “3H¥J EI?:” (Samaveda 1432) glorifies the strength and speed of the horse. In “3Hdd

YJH” (Samaveda 1784), horse-rich wealth is presented as a symbol of prosperity. Likewise, “3{gTq qrafg”
(Samaveda 1808) contains a prayer for horses. Horses possessed immense importance in warfare,
transportation, and commercial communication; consequently, they symbolized both political power and
economic prosperity.

A deep aspiration for wealth is reflected throughout numerous mantras. In “dd TTH gaar T!ﬁUTIﬂ

(Samaveda 1880), the desire to become masters of wealth is expressed. The mantra 4t | ﬁﬁtﬁ%:rq””
seeks splendid and prosperous riches, while et Rﬂ'ﬁ[” (Samaveda 631) reflects the aspiration for
thousandfold wealth. “dg Gl TEﬂT[” (Samaveda 987) prays for abundant prosperity. Likewise, | ?]1%’”
(Samaveda 1124), ‘YT YR (Samaveda 1560), “o& IGY” (Samaveda 1748), and “gg=d I

(Samaveda 1358) portray wealth as the principal source of strength, prestige, and prosperity. These hymns
reveal the realistic economic aspirations of Vedic society.

References to gold (*hiranya*) also indicate economic advancement. In “%TUQI[” (Samaveda 991), gold
is identified as a valuable form of wealth. The mantra “Tg<UgUTOr:” (Samaveda 1263) suggests a state of
affluence associated with gold, while “fgruggr (Samaveda 1684) praises the giver of gold and wealth.

The expression “%Wﬁi” (Samaveda 1796) symbolically represents the brilliance and splendour of gold.
These references indicate that the concept of metal-based wealth accumulation had already developed
during the Vedic age.

Great importance was also attached to strength, vigour, and productive capacity. In “dclH Bl a'%”
(Samaveda 752), prayers are offered for strength, while “dg: W” (Samaveda 1312) seeks endurance
and power. The mantra “RId: Yd-dHeH” (Samaveda 1466) invokes victorious strength capable of
overcoming enemies. In “OI(\IQOICI\ UJHIHH” (Samaveda 1721), the aspiration for heroic offspring and a

powerful society is expressed, while “ﬁfﬁﬁ UIJ” (Samaveda 1598) prays for strength and productive
energy. These references demonstrate that labour power and productive efficiency were regarded as
essential foundations of economic prosperity.

The idea of collective welfare also occupies an important place in the Samaveda. In “fayrfy <a gfqa:
(Samaveda 974), universal well-being is invoked. The mantra “Wgfed | {%:” (Samaveda 1873) prays for
peace and security within society. Likewise, “X : PRI (Samaveda 1499) and “H% a1 3ffY arag”
(Samaveda 1505) express aspirations for collective happiness and welfare. These references suggest that
economic prosperity was not merely individualistic but was rooted in clan-based and community-oriented
consciousness.

37 Samaveda 865
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The close relationship between religion and economic life is also clearly evident. In T It cylg -

(Samaveda 592), “3F1Wd TERIUT T8, “l A YAHTIHR” (Samaveda 1088), “Hedgdl G

(Samaveda 1588), and ey cYTd” (Samaveda 1642), wealth, food, and prosperity are sought through
sacrificial worship and Soma rituals. The belief that the gods would bestow wealth, cattle, and prosperity
upon those who pleased them reveals the intimate relationship between religion and economic life.

Concerns regarding security and protection of property were likewise highly significant. In “tIT% a1 3
(Samaveda 1045), “JRG 7:” (Samaveda 1198), “fg™ Af8” (Samaveda 1482), “3{RAT &~ (Samaveda

1574), and ‘&I Gl I[eH” (Samaveda 1668), prayers are offered for protection against enemies,
safeguarding of wealth, and security of the household. Economic stability was thus considered inseparable
from the protection of property and social order.

Thus, the mantras of the Samaveda present a vivid and multidimensional picture of Vedic economic life
through their discussions of food, agriculture, cattle, horses, gold, wealth, strength, security, and social
welfare. Beneath the religious framework of these hymns lies a profound reflection of the production system
of an agrarian society, its concept of wealth, social stability, and aspiration for prosperity. Consequently,
the Samaveda occupies a distinguished position as a valuable and authentic source for the study of the early
history of Indian economic thought.

The mantras of the Atharvaveda present a clear and multidimensional reflection of the economic thought
of Vedic society. Alongside religious worship, the text discusses various aspects of practical life, including
wealth, agriculture, cattle-rearing, trade, debt, preservation of property, social prosperity, and economic
ethics. Prosperity and material well-being were regarded as essential elements of human life, and therefore
repeated prayers were offered to the deities for wealth, food, cattle, and security. These hymns clearly reveal
important foundations of ancient Indian economic thought.

Prosperity and wealth are presented as among the foremost aspirations of human life. In the mantras “ 3T
T LTECT: T, ST HTa: T, <qd BRIgugaiRi (Atharvaveda 7.37.10), “a g =l
Y4 and “TFHM YA 9F oy afg2, prayers are offered for prosperity and wealth. Here, the terms
*bhaga*, *vasu*, and *$i* symbolize fortune, riches, and abundance. In “3{THR] Qﬁ'UTI'ﬁ g”
(Atharvaveda 7.82.1), the gods are invoked to bestow auspicious wealth, while “3{TH FdaRT HaH

:” (Atharvaveda 19.41.6) expresses the aspiration to become masters of all forms of wealth. The
mantra “3d : TAT AT (Atharvaveda 1.10.4) condemns poverty and miserliness, whereas “J[UIT o

YITA<IH:” (Atharvaveda 2.2.2) identifies prosperity and fortune as among the highest qualities of human
life. These references demonstrate that wealth was regarded as a principal basis of social prestige and secure
living.

38 Samaveda 631

39 Atharvaveda 7.13.10
40 Atharvaveda 3.16.4
41 Atharvaveda 20.43.1
4 Atharvaveda 16.1.4
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The importance of food and nourishment is likewise strongly emphasized. In “Giﬁa_sff HI ?fg! Ueldr o
e T , the aspiration for a life enriched with progeny and wealth is expressed. The mantra “

T U= invokes nourishing and life-sustaining food. In “t YT=0 U] SGYAATHH*, the desire
for wealth, grain, cattle, and numerous offspring is clearly reflected. Similarly, “HTdl GUTJ Gl ?Tﬂt[”

(Atharvaveda 7.17.1) and “YTdTl fasm arrqfair@” (Atharvaveda 7.17.3) contain prayers for food and material
prosperity. These references indicate that food production and nourishment were regarded as the principal
foundations of economic stability.

The importance of cattle-rearing is reflected in many dimensions. In “Hofdl U'Qlﬁ-[%ﬁ:f” (Atharvaveda
8.1.4), prayers are offered for progeny, cattle wealth, and prosperity. The mantra “HH: =l garyg
Y4 describes a prosperous condition enriched with cows and horses. In “JAXY T: TAAH”
(Atharvaveda 9.4.22), TGN ol (Atharvaveda 6.81.2), WY goHEY 9 (Atharvaveda
17.52.1), and YT Hﬂm%”“, prayers are offered for cattle wealth and economic nourishment. The
term *rayisposa* symbolizes wealth, livestock, and productive prosperity. In “HI - &FRIEHFF[ PEIRBEELY
g Jo™*® | long life, progeny, and cattle wealth are invoked together as integrated forms of prosperity.
Likewise, “d <Yrq aﬂﬁt[” (Atharvaveda 19.4.1), ‘MAY UIERER (Atharvaveda 1.93.3), ‘MTY BILE)
T AR, Y G TR (Atharvaveda 8.5.2), and “AXIY FAMHG” (Atharvaveda 3.15.8)

further reveal the close relationship between cattle wealth and economic prosperity.

The significance of gold and precious metals is also noteworthy. In “%Wuﬁ gHI %mwsﬂ@”
(Atharvaveda 5.7.10), “fRRUTIUIEA0:" (Atharvaveda 6.123.2), “XId fAHT” (Atharvaveda 20.127.2),

T ST fGRUTAT:” (Atharvaveda 20.137.5), “feR09 BT Ta” (Atharvaveda 7.99.1), and “TF S T:”

(Atharvaveda 1.15.25), references are made to gold, ornaments, and metal-based wealth. Gold functioned

as a symbol of prosperity, social prestige, and valuable property. The mantra “ﬁ?ﬁﬁmi gHI
(Atharvaveda 20.45.2) invokes supreme prosperity and abundance. These references indicate that the
consciousness of metal-based wealth had already attained a considerable level of development in Vedic
society.

Important discussions concerning debt and economic morality are also found in the Atharvaveda. The
mantra “3{JUI 31'@7'[ SO UT@F[”” expresses the desire to remain free from debt both in this world
and in the next. In &I'CI'&I?J YT TS (Atharvaveda 6.117.2), “UHITYAd IS, “geHgq
3'|:1'Uﬁ q.|a'|ﬁ[”52 and “$6d {-I"Id HaalH” (Atharvaveda 6.117.3), the ethics of borrowing and repayment
are discussed. Likewise, “Clddloqﬂ UG ?Uﬂﬁl” (Atharvaveda 6.117.1), “TUT Hed YT M HU]
IRy (Atharvaveda 19.50.1), and “gUg al GaA:” (Atharvaveda 6.117.2) portray repayment of

43 Atharvaveda 7.81.3

4 Atharvaveda 20.84.2
4 Atharvaveda 19.37.10
46 Atharvaveda 7.81.4

47 Atharvaveda 3.15.8

48 Atharvaveda 3.10.3

49 Atharvaveda 9.4.22

30 Atharvaveda 6.117.3
3! Atharvaveda 6.117.1
32 Atharvaveda 6.117.3
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debt as a moral obligation. These references demonstrate that economic honesty and repayment of loans
were elevated to the level of religious duty in Vedic society.

References to trade and commercial activities are equally significant. In “I5 o gforst %h?{qﬁr”ﬁ,
merchants are encouraged in their commercial pursuits. The mantra “SHI 3 A a_OﬂT[”
(Atharvaveda 3.15.2) expresses the aspiration for hundredfold profit through trade. In “gq ¢ gqu
TR (Atharvaveda 3.15.5), the desire for the growth of commercial capital is articulated, while “Hfeuur:
Wie A1 HUING™S* prays for successful transactions and profitable sales. “Ta Sod [AUUT™SS refers
directly to buying and selling of goods. Likewise, “T{H Gl Glﬁaﬁ_?'[a”% and “‘xﬂ:f'_'h G@Wﬁmﬁ’ 7
invoke prosperous trade and beneficial exchange. In “¢[ ¢al YA HA:” (Atharvaveda 3.15.5), ‘T
¢ JqUf RIS (Atharvaveda 3.15.5), and “d . qd gl Shical YHTERIO (Atharvaveda 3.15.2),

one finds clear ideas relating to capital investment and profit-making. These references indicate that
exchange and commercial activities had attained an organized form within society.

There also existed a profound consciousness regarding preservation and ethical use of wealth. In “X[dg¥d
JHTER Tguexd I fhvs? the ideal of earning with a hundred hands and distributing with a thousand hands
is proclaimed. This reflects not merely accumulation of wealth but also a principle of social distribution.
The mantra “[fe 97N Tlk g UhH” (Atharvaveda 12.3.46) advocates the use of wealth for noble

purposes, while “TIT 9 dIY GadIg:” (Atharvaveda 12.3.48) emphasizes expenditure of wealth in truth,
austerity, and righteous action. Thus, the use of wealth was closely associated with morality and social
welfare.

Concepts relating to measurement, production, and economic regulation are also reflected in the
Atharvaveda. The mantra “S¢ 91 HAHHT f&rar o~ (Atharvaveda 11.1.6) refers to accurate measurement,
indicating the importance of commercial justice and economic discipline. In “d¢ ?@ B[+ COR (Atharvaveda
12.2.36), wealth acquired through agriculture and crafts is mentioned. Likewise, “d)f?ll%«jdl T fa om0
and “U] dHHI:” (Atharvaveda 1.15.25) reflect concepts of measurement and valuation.

Thus, the mantras of the Atharvaveda present a broad and realistic picture of food, wealth, cattle, gold, debt,
trade, production, social distribution, and economic ethics. Beneath the religious framework of these hymns
lies a vivid portrayal of practical economic life, systems of production, concepts of wealth, and ideals of
social welfare. Consequently, the Atharvaveda occupies a position of great importance as an authentic and
valuable source for the study of the history of ancient Indian economic thought.

A critical examination of the economic ideas reflected in the Four Vedas clearly reveals that Vedic society
was not merely dependent upon religious rituals and spiritual practices; rather, beneath its religious

33 Atharvaveda 3.15.1

4 Atharvaveda 3.15.4

55 Atharvaveda 12.2.36

36 Atharvaveda 3.15.4

37 Atharvaveda 3.15.4

38 Atharvaveda 3.15.5

3 Atharvaveda 3.24.5

0 Atharvaveda 20.126.20
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framework there existed a well-organized and realistic economic system. The Rigveda presents valuable
evidence regarding agriculture, cattle-rearing, trade, navigation, crafts, and administrative organization,
thereby reflecting the daily struggles and economic consciousness of Vedic people. The Samaveda
particularly emphasizes sacrificial economic activities, social cooperation, and the concept of distribution
of wealth. In the Yajurveda, the practical dimensions of economic life are reflected through references to
sacrificial materials, land, cattle wealth, duties, and social obligations. The Atharvaveda presents a more
realistic and life-oriented picture of medicine, household life, land, agriculture, wealth, trade, and social
security.

The overall discussion demonstrates that an agrarian economy formed the principal foundation of Vedic
society, while cattle wealth functioned as the chief indicator of prosperity and economic strength. At the
same time, the existence of occupational specialization, crafts, commercial exchange, and administrative
organization establishes Vedic society as one possessing a developed economic structure. The economic
realities reflected beneath the religious hymns of the Four Vedas provide valuable insight into the origin
and development of ancient Indian economic thought. Therefore, the Four Vedas are not merely repositories
of spiritual wisdom; they also constitute invaluable documents for the study of the economic history and
social thought of ancient India.
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