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Joseph Nye, The Father of soft power, refers to a country’s ability to influence the behaviour and preferences of others through
attraction and persuasion rather than coercion or force. Unlike hard power, which relies on military might or economic sanctions,
soft power draws on intangible resources such as culture, political values, and foreign policy to build positive appeal and
credibility on the global stage. In the context of global diplomacy, soft power has become increasingly relevant as it enables
nations to foster cooperation, mutual respect, and enduring relationships without generating resistance or resentment. By
fostering cultural exchanges, educational initiatives and shared values, countries can strengthen their international reputations,
shape global narratives and collaboratively address transnational challenges, making soft power an essential tool in modern
international relations. The Indian Constitution is a unique vessel and vehicle for India’s soft power, embodying the nation’s
civilisational ethos, pluralistic values and democratic aspirations. Unlike hard power, which relies on coercion or economic
influence, soft power works through attraction and fascination, and the Constitution exemplifies this by projecting India’s
commitment to democracy, inclusion and justice to the world. Its rich symbolism, artistic calligraphy and references to ancient
philosophies are cultural touchstones that resonate globally, reinforcing India’s image as a land of deep-rooted traditions and
progressive ideals. Enshrining values such as tolerance, secularism and non-violence, the Constitution not only guides internal
governance but also strengthens India’s international standing, making it a powerful instrument of cultural diplomacy and global
influence.

A review of the literature on the Indian Constitution as an instrument of soft power highlights its unique role in projecting India’s
civilizational values, cultural richness, and philosophical depth globally. Scholars build on Joseph Nye’s concept of soft power,
highlighting how the Constitution, through its text, artistic elements, and founding principles, serves as a vehicle for India’s
international image as a vibrant, inclusive, and culturally rooted democracy. The Constitution’s symbolic and artistic dimensions,
including calligraphy and illustrations, visually narrate India’s pluralistic heritage and civilizational journey, while core
constitutional values such as justice, equality, fraternity, and non-violence resonate with universal aspirations and enhance
India’s reputation as a promoter of peace and human rights. The literature also explores how the Constitution’s pluralistic ethos,
secularism and commitment to social justice are reflected in its provisions and celebrated in cultural diplomacy, educational
exchanges and global events, positioning India as a model of peaceful coexistence and democratic resilience. Furthermore, the
Indian diaspora and a principled and principled foreign policy grounded in constitutional ideals serve as a bridge to promote
Indian culture and values abroad, strengthening the influence of India’s soft power. Overall, the scholarly consensus emphasizes
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that the Constitution’s integration of ancient traditions and modern democratic principles not only shapes national governance
but also acts as a powerful instrument of cultural diplomacy and global influence, making it a living symbol of India’s enduring
unity in diversity and its aspiration to be a moral leader on the world stage.

The objective of this article is to critically examine how the Indian Constitution functions as a powerful instrument of soft power,
projecting India’s civilisational values, cultural richness and philosophical depth onto the global stage. The paper aims to explore
the multiple ways in which the text, art, symbolism and core principles of the Constitution contribute to shaping India’s
international image as a vibrant, inclusive and culturally embedded democracy. The scope of this study includes an analysis of
the Constitution’s artistic and symbolic elements, its core values and its resonance in global diplomacy and cultural exchanges.
Highlighting both the strengths and challenges of using the Constitution to exercise soft power, the paper seeks to offer insights
and recommendations for strengthening India’s global influence through its constitutional identity.

The Constitution of India is a living symbol of India’s soft power, shaping international perceptions, promoting goodwill, and
positioning the nation as a model of peaceful coexistence and democratic resilience. Its unique identity, democratic ethos, and
commitment to universal principles are projected through cultural diplomacy, educational exchanges, and global celebrations
such as yoga and festivals. The Indian diaspora serves as a bridge between constitutional values and cultural traditions, and
India’s principled foreign policy positions are rooted in constitutional ideals. The Constitution’s core values of justice, equality,
freedom, and secularism guide national governance and resonate with global democratic ideals, positioning India as a model of
inclusive and tolerant democracy. Effectively communicating and embodying these values in international forums, cultural
diplomacy, and global partnerships can build trust, promote goodwill, and inspire other nations, strengthening India’s soft power
and leadership on the world stage.

India’s soft power is fundamentally based on its rich cultural heritage, spiritual traditions, pluralistic ethos and vibrant art, which
together shape its global appeal and influence. Unlike hard power, which relies on coercion, soft power works through attraction
and persuasion, enabling India to cultivate goodwill and create lasting relationships across borders. The foundations of India’s
soft power are rooted in its ancient civilisation, as reflected in the global resonance of its yoga, meditation, classical dance, music,
literature and cuisine. Spiritual philosophies such as Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (“the world is one family”) and the spread of
Buddhism and Hinduism have historically projected India’s values of peace, tolerance and universal brotherhood, influencing
societies far beyond its borders. India’s pluralism, manifested in its multilingual, multi-religious and multicultural society, is an
inclusive model admired around the world. The Indian diaspora, one of the largest in the world, serves as a bridge, promoting
Indian culture and values abroad and strengthening its soft power influence. Through cultural diplomacy, India leverages these
assets — art, spirituality, pluralism and core values such as dignity, dialogue and shared prosperity — to shape international
perceptions and advance its interests on the world stage.

Historically, India’s cultural, spiritual and artistic elements have profoundly shaped its global image, positioning the country as
a beacon of wisdom and civilizational diversity. Ancient cultural exchanges along trade routes such as the Silk Road facilitated
not only trade but also the spread of Indian philosophies, art forms and religious traditions, particularly Buddhism and Hinduism,
which took root across Asia and promoted values of peace and tolerance. During the colonial era, despite political subjugation,
India’s cultural richness continued to shine through the international recognition of its literature, music, and thought leaders such
as Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, who became global icons of resilience and moral authority. In the modern era,
India’s soft power has expanded through the global popularity of yoga, Bollywood, classical dance and music, and gastronomy,
all of which serve as bridges to cross-cultural understanding and diplomacy. The Indian diaspora has played a critical role in
spreading these traditions globally, further cementing India’s reputation as a pluralistic and inclusive society. Together, these
elements have forged India’s enduring image as a culturally rich, spiritually profound, and adaptable nation, admired for its
ability to harmonize tradition and modernity and foster global connections rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’s philosophy: the
world is one family.

The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a concise yet profound statement of the nation's founding values and guiding
philosophy, declaring India a sovereign, socialist, secular and democratic republic. It enshrines the fundamental objectives of
justice (social, economic and political), freedom (of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship), equality (of status and
opportunity) and fraternity (ensuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation). Democracy is a
fundamental pillar of the Constitution, which emphasises government by and for the people, with a commitment to political
participation, representation and protection of fundamental rights. Another pillar is secularism, which ensures that the state
maintains equal respect for all religions and neither favours nor discriminates against any, thus upholding religious harmony and
pluralism. Federalism is enshrined in the Constitution through a clear division of powers between the central government and
the state governments, as outlined in the Seventh Schedule, allowing both levels of government to function independently in
their respective spheres while preserving national unity. Inclusiveness is reflected in the Constitution’s commitment to equality
and fraternity, which seeks to eliminate discrimination and promote the dignity of every person, irrespective of caste, creed,
gender or region. Together, these fundamental values form the basis of India’s constitutional identity, shaping its governance
and serving as a moral guide for the nation’s progress.
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The Constitution of India powerfully reflects India’s civilisational ethos and pluralistic heritage, integrating ancient values and
traditions into the fabric of a modern, democratic state. Building on the country’s deeply held principles of dharma
(righteousness), tolerance and respect for diversity, the Constitution enshrines secularism, social justice and equality as its
founding principles. Provisions such as Articles 25 to 28 guarantee religious freedom, embodying the civilisational ideal of Sarva
Dharma Sambhava (equal respect for all faiths), while Articles 29 and 30 safeguard the cultural and educational rights of
minorities, ensuring that India’s linguistic, religious and cultural diversity is celebrated and not suppressed. The abolition of
untouchability and the introduction of affirmative action policies directly address historical injustices and promote social
inclusion, echoing the ancient quest for justice and equity. The federal structure of the Constitution, with autonomy for states
and protection of regional languages, further recognises and preserves India’s multifaceted heritage. By embodying these
pluralistic values and mechanisms, the Constitution not only honours the wisdom of Indian civilisation, but also creates a
harmonious framework in which all communities can thrive in mutual respect and unity.

The original manuscript of the Constitution of India is renowned not only for its legal and philosophical depth, but also for its
exquisite calligraphy, artwork and illustrations, which together transform the document into a visual celebration of India’s
civilisational legacy. The English version was meticulously handwritten by calligrapher Prem Behari Narain Raizada, who
adorned each page with elegant calligraphy, while the illustrations and illuminated borders are the work of eminent artist
Nandalal Bose and his team at Santiniketan. Each of the 22 parts of the Constitution begins with a hand-painted illustration,
created to reflect a significant era, theme or figure from Indian history and mythology, creating a visual narrative of the
subcontinent’s journey from ancient times to independence. These illustrations include iconic images such as the Indus Valley
Bull Seal, a depiction of a Gurukul representing India’s ancient system of education, scenes from the Ramayana and
Mahabharata, the Buddha’s first sermon, the royal court of King Vikramaditya, the ancient university of Nalanda, and the court
of Mughal Emperor Akbar. The preamble page features intricate drawings by Beohar Rammanohar Sinha, while Dinanath
Bhargava has designed the national emblem, the lion capital of Ashoka. The artwork does not directly illustrate the constitutional
text, but rather provides a chronological and comprehensive overview of the milestones in India’s history and culture, as
conceived by Nandalal Bose. The manuscript, with its gilded borders and illuminated pages inspired by medieval Indian
manuscripts, is a testament to the country’s artistic traditions and pluralistic spirit. Today, the original English and Hindi copies,
both adorned with these illustrations, are preserved in the Parliament Library, symbolising not only the legal foundation of the
nation but also its enduring cultural identity.

The visual elements of the original Indian Constitution — its calligraphy, art and illustrations — embodied the cultural diversity
and continuity of Indian civilisation, weaving a panoramic narrative of the subcontinent’s pluralistic history, philosophies and
traditions. Each of the 22 hand-painted illustrations, created by Nandalal Bose and his team at Santiniketan, was deliberately
chosen to represent a specific era, cultural motif or historical figure, from the bull seal of the Indus Valley civilisation to the
freedom struggle led by Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose. These images not only decorate the document but also
serve as visual anchors, anchoring each part of the Constitution in the nation’s collective memory and heritage.

The illustrations draw on a broad spectrum of Indian spiritual, political and artistic traditions, including scenes from the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Buddhist teachings and depictions of ancient educational institutions such as the Vedic gurukul.
Incorporating motifs from different regions, religions and eras, the work reflects the pluralism that defines Indian identity,
showcasing everything from Himalayan peaks to desert dunes to diverse cultural practices and philosophies. The use of
indigenous materials and techniques, such as gold leaf and stone colours, further roots the manuscript in traditional Indian
craftsmanship. This deliberate visual narrative transforms the Constitution from a legal text to a living cultural artefact,
reinforcing the idea that India’s democratic and legal framework is deeply intertwined with its ancestral values and diverse
heritage. The illustrations serve as a moral and cultural conscience for the nation, reminding future generations that the
Constitution is not just a set of laws, but a reflection of the history, struggles and aspirations of the people over the centuries. In
this way, the visual elements of the Constitution stand as enduring symbols of India’s unity in diversity and the unbroken thread
of its civilisational legacy.

Constitutional values such as justice, equality, fraternity and non-violence, enshrined in the Constitution of India, have deep
global resonance and reflect universal aspirations for a just and harmonious world. The ideals of justice and equality, for example,
are not only fundamental to the Indian legal framework but also reflect the principles advocated by international human rights
instruments and movements, promoting social change and the elimination of all forms of discrimination. The value of fraternity,
inspired by the French Revolution and embodied in the Preamble to the Constitution, calls for common brotherhood and unity,
in line with global efforts to promote peaceful coexistence and mutual respect among diverse communities. Non-violence, rooted
in the ethos of Indian civilisation and exemplified by the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, has inspired peace movements around
the world and the pursuit of conflict resolution through dialogue rather than force. Furthermore, the Constitution mandates the
State to promote international peace, security and just relations among nations, reinforcing India’s commitment to a just
international order and peaceful resolution of disputes. These values, therefore, not only shape India’s internal governance but
also contribute to its image as a promoter of universal human rights, peace and inclusive development on the world stage.
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Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, an Indian philosophical concept originating from the Maha Upanishad, is deeply rooted in the
Constitution of India. This concept emphasizes universal brotherhood, interconnectedness, and the compassionate and respectful
treatment of all people, irrespective of their nationality, religion, or origin. The framers of the Constitution incorporated this
spirit in the Preamble, which explicitly states the principle of “fraternity ensuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and
integrity of the nation.” This principle is embodied in fundamental rights and guiding principles, such as equality before the law,
non-discrimination, and protection of cultural and educational rights. The ideal of fraternity is not merely an aspiration, but a
constitutional mandate that guides state legislation and policies to ensure inclusion and social harmony. Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam also supports India’s foreign policy, promoting initiatives such as the Non-Aligned Movement and humanitarian
efforts such as the Maitri vaccination programme. Thus, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and similar philosophical concepts form the
fundamental pillars of the Constitution, shaping both India’s internal social contract and its external engagement with the world.

The Constitution of India, which focuses on pluralism, inclusion and cultural heritage, supports the country’s cultural diplomacy
initiatives. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) is the primary institution responsible for implementing this
diplomacy by organising cultural exchanges, international festivals, scholarships and exhibitions of Indian artists abroad. ICCR
promotes Indian music, dance, literature and language, facilitating people-to-people contact and aligning with the spirit of
brotherhood and unity in diversity enshrined in the Constitution. One example is the International Yoga Day, which is celebrated
across the world and promotes health, well-being and universal brotherhood. This event not only promotes India’s soft power
but also reinforces the constitutional vision of cultural diffusion and peaceful coexistence. Initiatives promoting Ayurveda, Indian
classical arts and educational exchanges are based on the constitutional principles of equality and respect for all cultures,
reinforcing India’s image as an inclusive and harmonious society.

These efforts are being continuously refined through coordination between the Ministry of External Affairs, the Ministry of
Culture and other agencies, ensuring that India’s constitutional values remain central to its international engagement. Looking
ahead, the Constitution’s emphasis on cultural and civilizational continuity will continue to inspire new avenues for cultural
diplomacy, strengthening India’s global influence through attraction, dialogue and shared values. Constitutional rights and
protections, particularly the fundamental rights enshrined in Part III of the Constitution of India, play a central role in shaping
India’s international image as a tolerant and inclusive democracy. These rights guarantee equality before the law, freedom of
expression, freedom of religion, protection from discrimination and the right to constitutional remedies, irrespective of race,
religion, caste, sex or place of birth. Embodying these universal principles, the Constitution positions India as a nation committed
to individual freedom, social justice and the dignity of all citizens, echoing the aspirations of key international human rights
instruments. The enforceability of these rights by independent courts reinforces the perception of India as a democracy governed
by the rule of law, where the State is accountable and the rights of minorities are protected. Furthermore, the Directive Principles
of State Policy and Fundamental Duties complement these rights by guiding the State towards social welfare, harmony and
respect for diversity, aligning India’s constitutional framework with global values of pluralism and peaceful coexistence. This
robust rights-based architecture not only strengthens India's democratic credentials but also harnesses its soft power, inspiring
respect and emulation among other nations and cementing its position as a model of constitutional democracy in the international
community.

Projecting Soft Power through Constitutional Identity: India’s soft power is clearly demonstrated by the international recognition
and celebration of its festivals, yoga and cuisine, which have become global symbols of its cultural heritage. Several Indian
festivals, such as Durga Puja in Kolkata, Kumbh Mela and Garba in Gujarat, have been inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, underscoring their universal appeal and importance. Yoga, originating from
ancient Indian spiritual traditions, has achieved unprecedented global reach, especially after the United Nations declared June
21 as International Yoga Day in 2014. Since then, millions of people in over 190 countries have participated in yoga celebrations
every year, with events held at iconic venues around the world and participation numbers crossing 23 crore worldwide by 2023.
Indian cuisine, with its diversity and richness of flavours, is celebrated internationally, further reinforcing India’s image as a
vibrant and inclusive culture. These awards not only reaffirm the enduring influence of Indian traditions, but also serve as
powerful tools of cultural diplomacy, promoting cross-cultural understanding and strengthening India’s position as a global soft
power leader.

The Indian diaspora, currently the largest in the world with over 35 million people spread across more than 200 countries, plays
a critical role in the global celebration and promotion of India’s constitutional values of democracy, pluralism and inclusion.
Through vibrant cultural festivals, public celebrations and community organisations, diaspora communities actively promote
Indian traditions and cross-cultural understanding, making Indian festivals such as Diwali and Holi widely celebrated events in
countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom and Canada. These celebrations, which often involve local people,
highlight the values of tolerance and unity that are central to the Indian Constitution.

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas initiative recognizes the contributions of Indians abroad and strengthens their connection to India’s
democratic ideals and cultural heritage. Legislators and community leaders of Indian origin in the United States and the United
Kingdom act as informal ambassadors, promoting policies based on India’s constitutional principles of equality and justice. Its
influence extends to the political sphere, with increased representation in foreign governments promoting India’s image as a
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tolerant and inclusive democracy. The global popularity of yoga, Indian cuisine and literature also reflects India’s constitutional
values of openness, diversity and peaceful coexistence. India’s leadership in promoting global peace, dialogue and
multiculturalism is deeply rooted in its constitutional values and strong foreign policy tradition. As a major contributor to UN
peacekeeping missions, India has deployed over 290,000 peacekeepers in more than 50 UN operations, providing not only
personnel but also essential leadership and training, including pioneering initiatives to promote women’s participation in
peacekeeping roles. India’s commitment to inclusive peacebuilding is further reflected in its reappointment to the UN
Peacebuilding Commission for the 2025-2026 mandate, where it continues to promote international strategies for conflict
resolution and post-conflict recovery. India’s commitment to global disarmament and nonviolence, inspired by its civilisational
philosophy and Mahatma Gandhi, is evident in initiatives such as the Rajiv Gandhi Plan of Action and its calls for equitable
disarmament at the United Nations. Its “No First Use” nuclear policy and opposition to discriminatory non-proliferation treaties
demonstrate a principled approach to global security and dialogue. India also builds on its tradition of pluralism and interfaith
harmony through initiatives such as the Gandhi Global Peace Mission. India’s diplomatic engagements, including its alliances
with the United States, underscore shared democratic values, pluralism and the rule of law, strengthening its role as a bridge
builder in a multipolar world.

India’s constitutional soft power is vast, but its global reach is hampered by insufficient funding and a lack of coordination
among various institutions. Diplomacy and cultural initiatives receive limited financial support, which limits the scope and reach
of programs such as the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). This results in fewer cultural centers abroad, limited
scholarships, and a reduced capacity to organize large-scale international events. The absence of a unified strategy or central
coordination mechanism means that soft power initiatives in India are fragmented and have less impact.

Despite India’s ample constitutional soft power reserve, several constraints have hampered its effective global outreach.
Inadequate funding remains a persistent challenge, as cultural diplomacy and soft power initiatives often receive limited financial
support, limiting the scope and reach of programmes such as those of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). This
financial constraint translates into fewer cultural centres abroad, limited scholarships, and a reduced capacity to organise large-
scale international events. Another major constraint is the lack of coordination between different institutions. Many agencies,
including the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Culture, ICCR, and others, often operate in isolation, resulting in
overlapping efforts, inefficient allocation of resources, and missed opportunities for synergy. The absence of a unified strategy
or central coordination mechanism means that India’s soft power initiatives may be fragmented and have less impact. India’s
constitutional ideals guide its domestic and foreign policies, focusing on global peace, sustainable development, and social
justice. Initiatives like the “Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman” campaign deepen understanding of the Constitution.
International efforts are needed to highlight India’s constitutional journey and relevance to global challenges. By sharing these
values, India can strengthen international partnerships, inspire inclusive development, and reinforce its leadership in a just and
peaceful world order.

The plan is to expand international scholarships, grants and student exchange programmes that showcase India’s constitutional
values, democratic traditions and pluralistic spirit. It also proposes to establish more Indian Studies chairs and research centres
at foreign universities and mainstream Indian constitutionalism into global studies curricula. The Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) should organise cultural festivals, art exhibitions and overseas tours to showcase the richness of the
Constitution. Facilitate people-to-people exchanges, including art residencies and heritage workshops, and engage the Indian
diaspora as cultural ambassadors to promote constitutional values and foster cross-cultural understanding. The strategy includes
using digital and social media platforms to promote India’s constitutional values, historical milestones and civilisational heritage,
launching targeted campaigns in multiple languages and promoting virtual seminars, webinars and online exhibitions to ensure
inclusive participation of marginalised communities and international stakeholders. The National Soft Power Policy aims to
coordinate the efforts of ministries, agencies and cultural organisations, increase funding for cultural diplomacy and establish a
coordination committee to promote synergy between government departments, academia and civil society in projecting
constitutional soft power. The proposal includes creating a ‘soft power matrix’ with objective parameters to evaluate and improve
soft power initiatives, while sharing success stories and case studies on the contribution of India’s constitutional values to global
peace and inclusive development. India intends to use multilateral fora and Track 2/Track 3 diplomacy to promote constitutional
values as universal solutions for global governance, peace and sustainable development and collaborate with international
organisations on joint initiatives. India can enhance its constitutional soft power by investing in education, cultural outreach,
digital innovation, and institutional coordination, thereby enhancing its global narrative and international influence.

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) needs to be strengthened to achieve greater global reach. To achieve this,
ICCR needs to expand its cultural programming to reflect India’s contemporary cultural identity, including regional arts,
languages, and innovative sectors such as technology and science. Digital platforms for virtual exhibitions, online cultural
festivals, and interactive educational content can help reach a wider, younger, and more diverse international audience. ICCR
should also strengthen diaspora engagement by supporting diaspora-led cultural initiatives and fostering closer partnerships with
Indian communities abroad.
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To strengthen educational exchanges, ICCR should increase scholarships, academic grants, and collaborative research programs
through streamlined portals and transparent processes. ICCR’s evolving mandate needs to be clearly defined to align with India’s
broader diplomatic and cultural goals. Increased financial and human resources dedicated to cultural diplomacy will enable ICCR
to open more cultural centres, support larger events and undertake ambitious outreach projects. Finally, ICCR should actively
support contemporary Indology and the global dissemination of Indian knowledge systems, making them relevant and accessible
to new generations and diverse audiences around the world. By implementing these strategies, ICCR can become a more agile,
innovative and influential institution, capable of projecting India’s constitutional and cultural soft power on a truly global scale.

The Indian Constitution occupies a unique position as a “hall of soft power” by embodying and projecting the nation’s
civilizational values, democratic ideals, and cultural diversity in a manner that attracts global admiration and respect. Its
foundational principles-justice, equality, liberty, secularism, and fraternity-serve as universal values that resonate far beyond
India’s borders, enhancing the country’s global image as a tolerant and inclusive democracy. The Constitution’s rich symbolism,
including its artistic calligraphy and illustrations, visually narrates India’s pluralistic heritage and civilizational continuity, while
its guarantees of fundamental rights and protections underpin India’s reputation for upholding human dignity and the rule of law.
The Constitution of India is a powerful symbol of the nation’s civilisational values, democratic ideals and cultural diversity, and
commands international admiration. Its fundamental principles of justice, equality, liberty, secularism and fraternity resonate far
beyond India’s borders, reinforcing its global image as a tolerant and inclusive democracy. Its rich symbolism, including artistic
calligraphy and illustrations, visually narrates India’s pluralistic heritage and civilisational continuity, while ensuring
fundamental rights and protection. The Constitution of India is a living symbol of India’s soft power, shaping international
perceptions, promoting goodwill and positioning the nation as a model of peaceful coexistence and democratic resilience. Its
unique identity, democratic ethos and commitment to universal principles are projected through cultural diplomacy, educational
exchanges and global celebrations such as yoga and festivals. The Indian diaspora serves as a bridge between constitutional
values and cultural traditions, and principled positions of India’s foreign policy are based on constitutional ideals. The
Constitution’s core values of justice, equality, freedom and secularism guide national governance and are integrated with global
democratic ideals, positioning India as a model of inclusive and tolerant democracy. Effectively communicating and embodying
these values in international forums, cultural diplomacy and global partnerships can build trust, promote goodwill and inspire
other nations, thereby strengthening India’s soft power and global leadership.
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