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This paper presents a critical review of “Indian Fairy Tales” by Suniti Devi, a seminal work in the

realm of Indian folklore. Through a nuanced analysis, this study evaluates the book's cultural

significance, narrative style, and enduring themes, situating it within the broader context of Indian

literary heritage. The compilation’s diverse stories, replete with mythical beings, courageous

protagonists, and moral teachings, are examined for their reflection of Indian values and customs.

: Sangita Dey ~ The poetic and evocative narrative style, characterized by rich language and enchanting ambiance,

is also scrutinized. Furthermore, this review explores the significant characters and themes, such as

the eternal struggle between good and evil and the virtue of perseverance, which imbue the tales

with profound meanings and ethical lessons. By examining the book's accessibility and appeal to

: readers across generations, this study demonstrates its status as a cherished classic. Ultimately, this

https://doi.org/10.70096/tssr. 240206011 review contributes to the scholarly discourse on Indian folklore and literature, highlighting the

importance of "Indian Fairy Tales" as a work that transcends time and appeals to audiences across
generations.

. Indian Fairy Tales, Suniti Devi, Indian Folklore, Cultural Significance, Narrative
Style, Enduring Themes, Literary Heritage

Bharat, with its rich and ancient civilization, has a long and vibrant tradition of storytelling that dates back to the Vedic period.
This tradition has been passed down through generations, with stories evolving and adapting to reflect the country's diverse
cultural heritage. From the ancient Vedic tales to the modern era, Bharat has a treasure trove of stories that have been
delighting audiences for centuries. Some of the most notable examples of Bharatiya storytelling include the Panchatantra,
Jataka stories, and Aesop's Fables, which have been retold and adapted in various forms over the centuries. In more recent
times, collections like “Indian Fairy Tales” edited by Joseph Jacobs, “Tales of the Punjab: Folklore of India” by Flora Annie
Steel, and “Tales of the Sun or Folklore of Southern India” by Ms. Howard Kingscote have helped to preserve and popularize
Bharat's rich storytelling tradition.

These stories have played a significant role in shaping Bharatiya culture and society, offering insights into the country's values,
beliefs, and customs. They have also entertained and educated generations of Bharatiyas, helping to pass down valuable
lessons and moral teachings. Today, Bharatiya storytelling continues to thrive, with new generations of storytellers and writers
drawing inspiration from this rich cultural heritage.

Bharatiya literature encompasses the vast expanse of human experience, with prose playing a vital role in this rich tradition.
Katha and Akhyaika, two significant categories of prose, differ in content, with Katha focusing on ethical and historical
narratives, while Akhyaika encompasses romantic and tale literature. On the other hand Didactic fables, a vital segment of
Bharatiya storytelling, have been employed to impart moral lessons and useful knowledge. The art of storytelling originated in
Bharat, where people's love for tales led to the evolution of stories with diverse flavors and lessons. Even the same story, like
that of nymph Urvasi and king Pururava, has been retold in various forms, from the Rigveda to Kalidasa's compositions.
Fiction literature aims to teach morals through engaging stories, and Bharatiya Fairy Tales are no exception. The trifling events
of childhood, like encounters with animals and birds, leave a profound impact on young minds. Storytelling, with its
captivating style, creates a magical atmosphere, making tales appealing to both children and adults. Ethical advice is conveyed
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directly or metaphorically through these stories, serving as a medium for leisure, entertainment, and moral education. Fairy
tales play a vital role in the education and grooming tender minds of children, serving as a valuable tool for cultural synthesis.
Through these stories, children can develop essential life skills, moral values, and emotional intelligence. Fairy tales expose
children to diverse cultures, traditions, and beliefs, fostering empathy, understanding, and acceptance. By immersing children
in a world of wonder and magic, fairy tales encourage creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. Moreover, they
provide a unique platform for children to connect with their heritage and cultural roots, helping to preserve and promote
cultural diversity. By incorporating fairy tales into education, we can shape young minds, instill valuable life lessons, and
cultivate a deeper understanding of our shared human experience, ultimately contributing to a more compassionate and
inclusive society. Suniti Devi’s collection of “Indian Fairy Tales” continues this tradition, using simple language to convey
valuable principles. These stories, passed down through generations, remain an integral part of Bharatiya literary heritage,
offering insights into the human condition, ethical guidance, and a glimpse into the country's rich cultural fabric.

1. Re-discovering the book Indian Fairy Tales of Maharani Suniti Devi in the context of present cultural & educational
perspectives.

2. Uncovering the narratives of the book in relation to storytelling style, character development, ethical practices applicable for
present society.

3. Make a comparative discussion with similar kind of contemporary books.

To achieve the objectives of this research paper, this study employs a content analysis approach to examine the
narrative elements, characters, themes, and illustrations in "Indian Fairy Tales" by Suniti Devi. Through this methodology, the
research aims to provide an in-depth evaluation of the book's cultural significance and its contribution to the realm of folklore
and literature.

Indian Fairy Tales, a captivating anthology that draws readers into the enchanting world of folklore and traditional narratives,
is a distinguished work authored by the talented Maharani Suniti Devi, an influential figure in the realm of Bharatiya literature.
Born in the late 19" century, Suniti Devi was not only a pioneering writer but also an ardent advocate for the importance of
preserving and promoting Bharatiya cultural heritage through storytelling. Her collection presents a bouquet of tales that
encapsulate the essence of Bharatiya mythology, featuring a diverse range of characters and moral lessons that resonate across
generations. Each story is meticulously crafted, combining elements of fantasy and realism, while reflecting the intricate values
and social norms of Bharatiya society. By bringing these timeless narratives to life, Suniti Devi not only entertains her readers
but also fosters a deeper understanding of the cultural milieu from which they arise, thereby ensuring that the legacies of these
enchanting tales endure in the hearts and minds of all who engage with her work. This creation serves as a rich tapestry woven
with the threads of cultural heritage, traditional values, and timeless lessons. This collection of stories exemplifies an engaging
storytelling style characterized by its unique language, tone, and pacing, all of which contribute significantly to the overall
narrative. By examining these elements, analyzing notable characters, uncovering central themes and messages, considering
the illustrations, evaluating the intended audience, comparing it to other cultural folklore collections, and finally, drawing a
conclusion, we can better appreciate the impact of this compilation of fairy tales.

This book is dedicated — “With kind permission, to Her Royal Highness Princess Victoria of Wales”. It was published by the
Calcutta Art Press in 1922. It offers a fascinating glimpse into Bharat's rich cultural heritage. This collection of six tales,
including “The Needle Prince”, “The Snake Prince”, “The Monkey”, “Sabar Karo”, “Dup Raj” and “The Dead Prince”,
presents a treasure trove of magical stories that have captivated readers for generations. This chapter provides a critical
analysis of these tales, exploring their themes, character development, plot structures, and cultural significance.

The “Indian Fairy Tales” by Maharani Sunit Devi (printed as Maharanee Sunity Devee, C.I. of Cooch Behar) contains stories
that reflect Bharatiya traditions and values, such as love, loyalty, and social hierarchy. The tales feature characters that embody
these values, like the kind and determined princess in “The Needle Prince” and the brave and loyal daughter in “The Snake
Prince”. The stories also explore themes of appearance vs. reality, good vs. evil, and redemption, making them rich and
satisfying tales that offer insights into Bharatiya cultural paradigms.

Suniti Devi's storytelling style is distinguished by its lyrical and flowing language, evoking the grandeur of oral traditions. Her
masterful storytelling skills even earned her an invitation from Rabindra Nath Thakur to share her tales at Shantiniketan. Devi's
choice of words is steeped in cultural nuances, reflecting the diverse regional influences of Indian folklore. She employs an
accessible yet evocative vocabulary, creating vivid images that transport readers into the heart of the stories.

Devi's tone skillfully oscillates between whimsical and cautionary, striking a balance that engages the reader emotionally while
imparting wisdom. The pacing of her tales is deliberate, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the narrative landscape.
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She constructs her stories with a rhythmic cadence, integrating dialogues and descriptive passages that create an engaging
narrative flow. This thoughtful pacing ensures that the lessons embedded within the stories resonate without feeling rushed or
contrived. The clear conflicts and resolutions in each tale keep the reader invested in the characters’ journeys, making the book
a delightful read.

“Indian Fairy Tales” transcends its cultural and literary significance, underscoring the vital role of translation and trans-
creation in preserving cultural heritage. By rendering these timeless tales into English, Devi pioneered a cultural exchange that
introduced Western readers to Indian traditions, showcasing her mastery of languages and facilitating a broader appreciation of
Indian folklore. This endeavor may have been influenced by the pioneering spirits of the Bengal Renaissance in the nineteenth
century, such as Pt. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and Raja Ram Mohan Roy, who championed cultural revitalization and
exchange. Devi’s work embodies the concept of “old wine in a new bottle,” revitalizing ancient stories for a new generation
and audience.

The dedication of “Indian Fairy Tales” to Princess Victoria of Wales highlights Devi’s intention to foster cross-cultural
understanding and appreciation. This act of cultural diplomacy demonstrates the power of translation in breaking down cultural
barriers, promoting global connections, and enriching the literary landscape.

Devi’s thoughtful selection of tales for translation showcases her profound understanding of Indian folklore and her ability to
curate stories that resonate with diverse audiences. Her work serves as a testament to the importance of preserving cultural
heritage through translation and trans-creation, ensuring that timeless stories continue to inspire, educate, and unite future
generations.

The characters in the book are well-developed and complex, embodying Indian cultural values and traditions. The princesses
are kind, determined, and loyal, while the princes are chivalrous and true to their word. The villains, on the other hand, are
cruel, jealous, and power-hungry, making them perfect antagonists. The character analysis reveals that the characters’
motivations and actions are driven by love, loyalty, and power, making them relatable and human.

The themes and messages in the book are timeless and valuable. Love and loyalty are extolled as virtues, while deception and
betrayal are shown to have consequences. The stories highlight the importance of forgiveness and redemption, and the impact
of jealousy and deceit on relationships. The themes are conveyed through the characters’ experiences, making them more
relatable and impactful. The messages are clear and easy to understand, making the book a great tool for teaching children
valuable life lessons.

The illustrations in the book are beautiful and intricate, depicting scenes from the six tales. The artwork adds to the book's
charm and appeal, making it a treasure to behold. The illustrations help to bring the stories to life, making them more engaging
and immersive for the reader. The attention to detail in the illustrations is impressive, showcasing the artist's skill and talent.

The initial target audience for the book is children and young adults who are fans of fairy tales and fantasy. The book is also
suitable for anyone interested in Bharatiya culture and traditions, as it offers a glimpse into the country’s rich cultural heritage.
The stories are engaging and easy to follow, making them perfect for readers of all ages who are looking for a delightful and
enchanting read. Overall, “Indian Fairy Tales” is a must-read for anyone who loves fairy tales, fantasy, and adventure.

However, this book does not escape critique. The plots are engaging and suspenseful, with clear conflicts and resolutions. The
use of magical elements adds a touch of fantasy and wonder. Characters are one dimensional. However, the stories rely on
convenient coincidences and reinforce traditional gender roles and social hierarchies, depicting women as passive and
dependent on men. The simplistic portrayal of the characters runs the risk of reducing their depth, rendering them somewhat
archetypal rather than fully realized. Furthermore, while the themes of love and loyalty are compelling, the narrative's reliance
on deception as a primary plot device raises questions about the authenticity of the character's relationships, leaving the
audience yearning for a more profound exploration of their inner conflicts.

When compared to other collections of fairy tales or folklore from different cultures, such as the Brothers Grimm’s tales or
Aesop's fables, “Indian Fairy Tales” offers a fresh perspective rooted in Bharatiya traditions. Unlike the oftentimes Western-
centric themes of individualism in many fairy tales, Devi's stories emphasize community, interdependence, communal values,
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and the collective journey toward morality. This cultural lens enriches the global domain of fairy tales, demonstrating how
shared human experiences and values manifest uniquely across various societies. While the common threads of good versus
evil and moral lessons resonate globally, the specific cultural contexts presented by Devi lend a distinct flavor to her
contributions to the canon of world folklore.

In conclusion, Suniti Devi's “Indian Fairy Tales” is a masterpiece of literary storytelling that weaves together engaging
narratives, profound moral lessons, and cultural authenticity. This collection is a treasure trove of Bharatiya folklore, offering
valuable insights into the country's rich cultural heritage and universal themes that transcend time and age. While some may
argue that the stories rely on familiar tropes, the collection's strengths in cultural authenticity, educational value, and artistic
expression far outweigh these concerns.

As a vital pedagogical tool, fairy tales have a profound influence on education, extending beyond entertainment to foster
cognitive, emotional, and social development among learners of all ages. These narratives provide an accessible medium for
presenting complex moral and ethical dilemmas, enabling students to engage in critical thinking and reflective analysis.
Moreover, fairy tales enhance language and literacy skills, cultivate empathy and cultural awareness, and instil foundational
values related to justice, kindness, and resilience.

By integrating “Indian Fairy Tales” into the educational curriculum, educators can stimulate imaginative thinking and
creativity, nurturing well-rounded individuals who are both intellectually adept and socially conscious. This collection is a
must-read for anyone seeking a rich literary experience that enriches the mind and spirit, offering a deeper understanding of the
values and beliefs that shape human thought and behavior.
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