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Abstract 

Indo-China relation is critical in determining foreign policy because both the states are determined as Asian 

Giants and no other south East Asian country has such potentiality as these two states have. During cold 

war period both the nations persisted against western dominance holding each other’s hand. Even Nehru-

Mao’s nostalgic relation has triggered several times in the establishment of peaceful coexistence. The first 

aggressive step was taken by China in 1962 with its declaration of open war to win over Himalayas. The 

basic reason behind such a decision was the transformation of the state in to a communist one and expansion 

of territorial boundaries to establish supremacy. This lead the implementation of China’s five finger policy 

(Bhutan, Nepal, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Tibet). NEFA or today’s Arunachal Pradesh was one of 

the five targets of China. Apart from this, the entire north eastern region is composed of almost 350 tribal 

communities which possess socio-cultural and linguistic ties with the south east Asian states and has least 

connectivity with mainland India forming the best situations for china to win northeast by the people of 

north east. Since Indo-China war, arms trade, shelter, economic assistance from china has kept the fire of 

north east insurgency high. 
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Introduction 

The north east region of India is a hub of several issues curbing its peace and well development. Poverty, 

low capita income, less infrastructure facilities and lack of faith in political authority are some of the major 

issues, north east India is presently fighting with. Apart from these there are several other issues intertwined 

with these issues are various ethnic factors, forest cover, hilly terrain, networking amongst the major 

militant outfits and the availability of the porous international borders providing an easy access to the 

insurgents to seek and attain cooperation from the neighboring states which has been India’s biggest threat. 

As per Indo-China relationship, India’s challenges are from the frontiers of Kashmir and north east part of 

India both of which has Chinese instigation, either directly or indirectly and India being aware of such 

challenges, is sorting ways to achieve a permanent solution of them.  

North east India is mainly recognized for its untapped resources, which are of great use for Indian 

development and of north east as well. Apart from that north east forms the gateway of south East Asia. 

The geographical location of north east is thus significant for Indian policy makers for which a peace and 

stability forms necessary. Apart from this, the entire north east forms the hub of socio-economic 

opportunities with ethnic complications and conflicts. So to get the best out of north east, development of 

north east is foremost necessary. It has been taken into consideration by the policy makers of India by the 
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implementation of look east policy in 90s era. But due to constant violence and lack of connectivity, much 

of the development of north east is at stake. The second phase of the policy, rather a modified form of look 

east policy, act east policy has been implemented by the BJP government in 2014 which has kept north east 

development as its main focus. But that needs a parallel balance of relation between neighboring states and 

north east. 

International borders of north east are porous which has effectively added fuel to insurgency situations in 

north east. With the help of Myanmar and Bangladesh, north east insurgents are getting their arms supply 

traded from China. Myanmar with the help of its own insurgent outfits, KNU and KIA, transferring 

weapons to north east from China. The most significant illegal weapons trader is UWSA (United WA State 

Army).Apart from that economic assistance is also given to the north eastern outfits by both Myanmar and 

China. Due to linguistic and cultural similarities amongst the tribes of north east and Myanmar and China, 

inclination of the tribes from north east towards them is natural. Thus since the colonial period the Chinese 

and Myanmar’s interference in north east has been quite common. Apart from that China’s FIVE FINGER 

POLICY, includes Arunachal Pradesh of north east which has been a matter of dispute for decades. For 

attaining its goals, China has deliberately instigated an anti-Indian motif in north eastern mind and has 

established its supremacy by brainwashing the tribal. Thus we can see Chinese goods, cuisine; language 

has grabbed the entire north eastern states which are quite openly seen after crossing Siliguri Corridor. 

Mechuka of Arunachal Pradesh is a small border village of north east. The discussions regarding the border 

disputes of Tawang and Bomdila after 1962 has still remain as a headache of policy makers. But there is 

the least concern about this border area. But the effects of war still make the poor villagers shiver. The 

Chinese troops during Indo-China war captured almost 110 kilometers of Indian Territory by entering 

through Mechuka village. But according to the villagers, none of the Chinese army misbehaved or 

disrespected the villagers. The tribal communities of this village are mainly of Tibetan origin, but are 

strongly Indian by heart. But they do have agitations against Indian government. It is difficult for the 

government to reach to this small village of north east border. Road ways are yet to be constructed. For 

military posting a runway has been built. But there is no facility or development for the villagers. There is 

no health care facility. The villagers travel about 186 kilometers to reach Along (now Aalo) district in case 

of emergency. It has been reported by the villagers that the Chinese armies often cross the borders and enter 

into Indian Territory. This has always been denied by the border security forces. The citizens of Arunachal 

Pradesh have anti-China feeling. But every household items used by the citizens there are made in China. 

Thus the basic demand of these areas towards government is to open the border trade again. Reports from 

other border area villages of north east, specifically Arunachal Pradesh, state that Chinese armies never 

tortured over the citizens of north east. They always try to convince them that they are the citizens of China; 

their fight is against the government of India and not against the tribes.  China already has constructed road 

ways till the border lines, but in case of India, the first private car visited there in 2004.The road ways are 

still suffering under development. Politicians visit the region before election or before any special occasion. 

Member of the legislative assembly, Ninong Ering first visited the region, in helicopter on November 2016. 

There is no internet connection as well. The war which ended in 1962 separated the Chinese connection 

with these small villages of Indian border. But that is only on papers. China supplies all essential goods to 

these border villages and tries to win their heart and sow the seeds of anti-nationalism. But the villagers 

still believe in government policies. Thus they give the information of Chinese intrusion to the border 

security forces. All local markets are filled with Chinese goods. The majority of the citizens want to reopen 

the border trade ties with China. China, in every way knows the loop holes of India, especially in case of 

border management. Thus China is not leaving any stone unturned to get hold of north east by its own 

people. It is in another way a warning to the Indian government to focus more on the north eastern zone. 

Insurgency in north east is quite difficult to abolish as we can see many international and national issues 

are intertwined with it. 

A single reason is thus not responsible for insurgency in north east. Its geography, demography and socio-

economic conditions are equally responsible. North east is composed of about 350 tribal communities with 

varying demands. Thus north east India is commonly known as, Asia in miniature. The entire region covers 

a geographical area of 2.55 lakh square kilometers, approximately 70% of the entire country area. The 
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region is least connected with the rest of India and this connectivity is based on a narrow strip of land 

(22km) commonly known as Siliguri Corridor. Apart from that, the constant increase of population has 

disrupted the equality of using resources in north east. The population has increased from 1951 to 2000, 

about 200 percent. Lack of development in north east has decreased the resources level which can suffice 

the entire north east. The entire north east consist about 8.6% of the entire population of India. About 

89.97% of the north eastern population is rural while 10.03% is urban. Between 2001 and 2011, the entire 

north eastern population has been 23.66%. Maximum tribal communities are seen in the state of Mizoram 

while the least number of tribes are in Assam. Assam, Manipur and Tripura possess less than 50% of the 

tribal population. Apart from this, the colonial period has seen a huge migration of Adivasis from Jharkhand 

in the tea estates of north east India. This was one of the major issues of Assam conflict. 

Insurgency in North East and China’s Involvement 

Chinas assistance towards Indian insurgency situation has been divided into 4 phases- first deals with the 

involvement of the Chinese with the militant and giving moral support (1954-1962), second deals with open 

support to the insurgent groups of Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram (1967-79), third deals with mixing up 

and using Kachin Independent organization for supporting other groups of insurgents (1980-1989) , and 

fourth is to constantly support the outfits under cover (1990s till date). China’s interest towards north east 

started with DALAI LAMA’S escaping from Tibet and seeking refuge from India. Since independence 

Nehru tried to establish peace-coexistence with the neighboring states, especially with China. Nehru’s 

slogan was Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai. But China was dicey always, specifically about the McMahan Line. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, greeting Dalai Lama with respect and giving him security alienated both Mao Tse Tung 

and Chou En Lai. The entire China called for an open revenge against India since then. China wanted to 

keep NEFA (NORTH EAST FRONTIER AGENCY), which is now known as Arunachal Pradesh, into 

captive. With this motif, they started manipulating the citizens of north east. The frontiers were un- guarded 

then. About five and half thousand square kilometers of north east frontier was of easy access to both China 

and north east. China, with its developed technology created about 8 check posts on Indian Territory which 

was difficult to seize by Indian army. Apart from that high altitude and less developed ammunitions was a 

hindrance for the Indian army to win over China. Evacuation started by the Indian army from Tejpur. This 

helped the armies to get cooperation from the civilians at the cost of their protection. Indian army though 

failed to dominate the Chinese army, but did not quit. Both the states faced havoc loss of life and it was 

becoming difficult for them to continue the war. On 10th December 1962, peace process was signed in 

which China took the initiative to negotiate. But Chinas intentions were not clear to India. Even after peace 

meetings, China have routinely revolted against any policy makers’ visit to Arunachal Pradesh may he be 

the President, Prime Minister or Defense Minister. It has also denied granting visas to the sportsmen, 

military officials or any other authority representative of Arunachal Pradesh as China believe they are 

already Chinese citizens. Thus India started keeping a constant eye on north east. Since then China started 

manipulating Naga and Mizo tribes to get their independent states with sovereign rights. By this they 

believed, achieving NEFA would be easy. The then Prime minister of India was Indira Gandhi with least 

experience of combating. Even China hardly believed on Indira Gandhi’s decision towards foreign policy 

of India. The first strike came from Mizoram. It was hard to believe by the Indian strategies that this tribal 

community could carry on their revolution without China’s help. The picture was then clear. The secret 

agencies of India had evidences regarding backing of these tribes by China through arms and training. 

Intelligence Agencies gave reports that outfits were getting training from East Pakistani armies under 

China’s surveillance. Arms and economic assistant constantly were provided by China. The outfits got their 

safe haven in both the lands of China and East Pakistan and were equipped with highly developed 

ammunitions like wireless transmitters, MMG with innumerable shotguns and rifles. With this advanced 

arms and training, the outfits started their operation of capturing government offices, agencies and seized 

government armors and money. After getting trained in East Pakistan, the outfits were trained by Chinese 

People’s Liberation Army for 25 days, until they were launched for an out an out open revolution against 

Indian government. It was Chinas biggest strategy against India, to win territories of India by the people of 

India. China was successful enough in brainwashing the tribes against government. Indian government was 

reluctant to fulfill the demands of north eastern tribes as its centre of focus was foreign policy determination. 
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North east revolt against the Indian government was a strong opportunity for China to win hearts of north 

east people. In 1966, Mizo National Army put forward its demand of having a separate sovereign state and 

Mizoram is not under Indian constituency. Its first target was LUNGLEI and CHAMPAI, the two important 

districts of Mizoram. The Mizo outfits fought hard with the organized paramilitary forces posted in the 

border. It was quite amazing for the Indian authority to see how foreign trained and armed Indian citizens 

were fighting against India. It was actually China forging the war against Indian government. The poor and 

honest tribes of north east were used by the Chinese government for their own benefits. Aizawl was their 

next target. 150 armed militants of Mizo outfit barged into office of district counselor and an open firing 

was coordinated by them destroying government property and government money was seized. Even Indian 

police arms were taken under captive. The government of India was stunned to see this devastation by its 

own people. The government was under utter pressure to take any decision against its own countrymen. 

But China needed a proper answer for their actions. Thus on 5th of March 1966, fighter air planes flew from 

the districts of Tejpur, Jhorhat and Kumbi towards Mizoram. The air craft were known as Tufani 1. Apart 

from these there were several hunter war aircraft’s. The bombings were right on Mizoram by which the 

entire Aizawl got devastated. This decision of the government, which was determined as strategically weak, 

was profusely criticized in international forum. China was shocked to see Indian government taking actions 

against its own men. This not only made China rethink about its own strategies, but dominated Naga’s to 

go for an open revolution against the government. However this action turned the outfits against the 

government more strongly, than before. Insurgency level became higher. The Naga’s were the first outfits 

to revolt against the government for their sovereignty. In 1946, NSCN leaded by Angami Zapu Phizo, 

started revolution for independent Nagaland. This soon got spread to districts of Senapati of Dimapur and 

in some parts of Manipur. NSCN got divided into two factions, NSCN (M), leaded by Issac Muivah and 

Issac Swu and the other outfit was NSCN (K) leaded by S.S. Khaplang and the Burmese Nagas. Since 1956, 

the NSCN outfit was the most dangerous outfit of entire north east fighting against the government of India 

with the help of neighboring states. The outfit non cooperated in signing Shilong Accord for peace. 

According to the stern views of intelligence agencies of India, this non-cooperation had a strong instigation 

of China. In 1988, NSCN(K) and NSCN(M) tried to establish their dominance in Nagaland with their 

individual ideologies and established their roots of insurgency in separate ways. In the early period of 21st 

century rebels from North east, specifically from Nagaland, slaughtered 20 Indian soldiers and injured 

almost 11 soldiers in an ambush in the Indo-Myanmar border to show their feedback. This incident was the 

actual proof of violence as a reaction of not accepting the demands of the outfits by the Indian government. 

This was a tough situation for Indian government; as it was quite clear that fighting with own people were 

difficult. The situation worsened with the breaking of fourteen years of ceasefire of the government by 

NSCN (K). As the government was in tremendous dilemma of handling such situations, Naga outfits were 

launching one after other attacks against the government officials. The situation was such crucial, that any 

army official was quite reluctant in getting posted there. The Naga insurgents killed almost 35 Indian 

security personnel till then. The civil society organization, especially Church, tried to bring both the parties 

on one table, but was sidelined by the outfits. Constant reports from the Indian intelligence agencies were 

recorded about NSCN’s buying of arms from Thailand and Singapore which were bought from Chinese 

arms market. As a counter-insurgency attack Indian government merged with Myanmarese government 

and demolished a number of outfits seeking shelter in Myanmar soil. In this operation about 15 insurgents 

were taken under captivity who were directly involved in the ambush. This cooperation of the Myanmar 

government towards India was certainly a matter of serious threat to China. The outfits, with Chinese 

instigation continued their guerilla warfare against Indian government and tried hard to establish their 

supremacy in entire north east by constant extortions. ULFA Captain Paresh Baruah has been the biggest 

arms dealer of north east trafficked from China. It has been reported that he married Chinese woman to 

achieve Chinese passport and citizenship rights of China. Shan Independent Army of Myanmar, The Karen 

Independent Army of Myanmar and the Burmese communist party of Myanmar had strong ties with each 

other helping the outfits of north east.  Indian counterinsurgency operation with Myanmar government 

somehow frightened the outfits to forge an open war. On the other hand, they carried on their kidnappings, 

extortions and entrapping in entire north east to prove their capacity to run a parallel government with an 



The Social Science Review A Multidisciplinary Journal. Jan-Feb, 2024. Vol. 2. Issue 1. 138-145 

Published by:  

Pather Dabi Educational Trust, (Regn No: IV-1402-00064/2023), Under Govt. of West Bengal, India. 

 

142 

army of own. Even the political parties of north east feel insecure about their authority due to their constant 

squabble.  

The tribal communities of north east India are mainly the tribes from China, Tibet and Myanmar which 

naturally make them inclined towards the neighboring south East Asian states. The Tibet-Chinese and 

Tibet-Myanmar’s tribes are mostly spread. Apart from them, the Bangladeshi migrants also possess strong 

feeling towards their state since partition. The neighbors of India thus from the independence period has 

supported the residents of north east which the state authorities of India has failed to provide due to lack of 

connectivity and reluctance towards north east. Apart from that British had always kept the entire north east 

separate from the mainland to avoid their participation in the freedom struggle movement. Thus the north 

eastern citizens are quite familiar with their autonomous status which they claim even in the post 

independence period. Government of India has turned them down with their demand of sovereignty rights. 

However the neighboring state, mainly China has been taking care of such situations and for decades has 

groomed the tribes to act against the Indian government to be the sole Asian powerful state. For ages China, 

Myanmar and Bangladesh has provided the north eastern tribes sanctuaries to hide, material support to carry 

on with their revolts and has morally supported them to act against the government. China always has taken 

a stand for the north eastern tribes against Indian government as discussed earlier. Beijing has become more 

realistic in establishing relation with the Indian insurgents. They have manipulated outfits in such ways, 

that they believe a single action of China can break the Indian federation into pieces. China has always kept 

its strategy active to join different nationalities of north east under one group and support them to establish 

their own nation-states out of India. With due respect and gratitude of help, the insurgents transfer 

information about Indian policies to the Chinese intelligence. The information, range from stocking long 

range missiles in the border to deployment of added armies to the security forces. Apart from NSCN, China 

has established strong link ups with PLA, NDFB and ATTF.ULFA has always been the most convenient 

outfit for transferring information to China after Bangladesh ‘s independence and strengthening of Indo-

Bangladesh relation. Paresh Baruah, the main leader of ULFA, fled to China in 2009.This was disclosed in 

media that China-ULFA ties are getting vigorous. Intelligence agencies of India stated that ULFA cadres 

have opened their unofficial working spot on Sino-Burmese border, Ruili. The cooperation of Burmese 

government with China has encouraged the arms dealing business of this outfit. This unit is regulated by 

ULFA leader Paresh Baruah residing in China. His co-partner, Arbinda Rajkhowa forms the representative 

to negotiate with the Indian government about their demands. It has been disclosed by the ULFA cadres 

that if Indian government forms the strategy of installing Brahmos Cruise Missile in Nagaland and Akash 

Missile in Assam targeting China, the north East Indian region along with Assam will be on hit list of Red 

Chinese Army. Thus the cadres appeal to the government to resist from stock piling missiles and aircrafts 

on the border areas to confront China. The outfits working from Ruili, shelter of Paresh Baruah on China’s 

soil, are justified on the ground of Indian government giving shelter to Dalai Lama. Links between Chinese 

government and NSCN is bold enough, which enabled Kholose Swe Sumi, a permanent representative of 

Chinese government is constantly keeping connections with the militants in India. According to Antony 

Shimray, the chief of arms procurer of NSCN(IM), who travel to India-China frequently, stated that with 

Chinese help the north eastern militants are coming under one organization to facilitate better 

communication. Manipur based people’s liberation army, directed the development of United Front, which 

would be an armed group of about 30,000 militants to revolt against Indian government. The militants have 

regular communication with Chinese intelligence. This secret agency of China is known as peoples’ 

security bureau. NSCN (IM) has kept a permanent representative of their organization, ever since 2007 to 

transfer information. This secret agency has been set up to get clear routes of arms trafficking. Besides 

drugs trafficked from golden triangle reach north east by the information of this agency. An agent got 

arrested, who was a 39 year old Chinese woman, Wang Quing who travelled illegally from China to India 

to meet Muivah. This was admitted by Muivah himself. Besides Muivah assured that arms flow from China 

to militants of north east which includes AK series rifles, M16 automatic assault rifles, sub machine guns, 

pistols, snipers, rocket propelled grenade launchers, light machine guns and even RDX. North east India 

and its adjoining areas have witnessed proliferation of not only small arms but grenades which are mostly 

available.  Binalaxmi Nepram 2, political activist said in an interview, that arms dealing are frequently seen 
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in Manipur. There one grenade is free with two rifles. Though supply of arms have become irregular since 

2006 due strong army bond of Indian government with Bangladesh as a result of military backed regime in 

Bangladesh, but this has made the Myanmar routes more active in transporting. Thus arms transportation 

from China to India will remain incomplete if we do not mention about grenades which are mostly used by 

the outfits of north east than any other weapon. The process of transportation has remained same, only the 

route of transportation has changed a bit. In 2004 information of arms transport came to Indian intelligence 

which was a consignment of china towards outfits of north east, especially to be transported to ULFA, 

NDFB, and KLO. Indian government seized the consignment from the Chinese camps at southern Bhutan. 

However, senior leaders of the outfits, especially ULFA’S 28th Battalion have started using armoury of 

assault rifles cartridges, grenades, grenade launchers which are of Chinese origin. It has also been taken 

into account by the Indian intelligence that some mafia groups, like Black House in Yunnan has started 

supplying these weapons from the ordinance factories of China to north east outfits. The biggest advantage 

of this particular source was that they are cheaper and are transported via land routes of Myanmar than sea 

routes which are often safer. For easy availability of arms, PLA and ULFA have their own agents stationed 

in the Chinese towns which are close to Myanmar border. After Operation All Clear by Bhutanese army 

with Indian collaboration, ULFA, with its cadre SS Lt. Partha Gogoi established an office near Putao, at 

the China-Indian border areas. ULFA leader Pareash Baruah has visited this office many times to participate 

in the meeting of both Myanmar and Chinese officials in late 2005. He even stayed for few months in China 

before multiple blasts in Assam on October 2008.This was later confirmed by the then director general of 

Assam police. Many outfits from north east have taken up gunrunning and drug trade as their main object 

for their economic stability to run insurgency. Both Isak-Muivah and Khaplang factions of NSCN along 

with UNLF, PLA, PREPAK, Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup, Zomi Revolutionary Association and Kuki 

National Association are some of the major outfits which are directly involved with this regular arms trade 

from China. They collect taxes from all consignments of drugs and arms passing their areas. The financial 

strength for running insurgency is not enough for the outfits and this has been their other ways of income 

apart from extortions in north east. The numbers of cadres are in constant increase to this way of income. 

Youths and children are mostly available for this due to lack of employment, socio-economic deprivation 

and many other factors. Irradawy and Chindwin River routes are also used for arms transportation. A senior 

cadre of NSCN (K) stated that their chairman derives maximum income by getting taxes from the boats 

which transfer arms through these rivers. Consignments are received and arms are stacked at some border 

points of north east and wait until all routes of north east are clear to reach to their destinations. India has 

discussed this issue of arms proliferation with the government of China many times, which has only 

increased the volume as a feedback. The most stunning reaction came from Chinese representative Li 

Baodong that China has opposed to the illicit production and transport of arms to north east outfits. 

Wasbir Hussain, the executive Director of CDPS Guwahati and former member of the national security 

advisory board of India believed, there are chain of links between the insurgency groups and Chinese 

weapons manufacturers. Charge sheet of National Investigating Agency, 2011, stated that insurgent outfits 

are buying weapons from Chinese companies. Representatives of National Democratic Front of Bodoland, 

visited NORINCO headquarters in Beijing, which is the state-owned biggest industry of weapons from 

which arms are supplied to the outfits of north east since 1996. A report has come out from the intelligence 

agencies of India, that several consignments of arms dealing between NORINCO and insurgent outfits are 

seized by Bangladesh government during offloading. One such report came out in 2007 that 1000 weapons, 

signed for NSCN (IM) from the Chinese arms company TCL has failed due to the disruptions created by 

Bangladesh government, while the arms were getting transferred via Bangladesh. NIA has enough proof of 

it. China’s latest attempt is to upgrade battalion with the militants to give fresh attack to the government of 

India. The ULFA leader Paresh Baruah, sitting in Chinas soil is managing the entire training process to his 

outfit militants.8 militant outfit from Myanmar has joined them already. Chinese Intelligence agencies are 

keeping a constant eye on their training , admitted by the NSCN(IM) and  ULFA cadres. In April 2009, 

Issack Chissi Swu, as the president of NSCN (IM), admitted that he visited China for which the visa was 

arranged by the Chinese intelligence agencies active in Philippines. A high-level meeting was arranged by 

the government, the outfit leader and 3 major representatives of the intelligence agency. Chinese 
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government made a negotiation of necessary arms on behalf of the information about Indian government’s 

strategy in border areas by army movements. Apart from that, a serious discussion took place about Dalai 

Lama’s presence in India and his delivered views about China to the international media. NSCN (IM) 

according to these negotiations remained active in Delhi, Dharamshala and Arunachal Pradesh to meet the 

Chinese requirement of information. As per commitment about 1000 of weapons were transferred to the 

NSCN cadres from South China Sea port to north east via Cox Bazaar. In 2016, a media report says that a 

journalist from Assam, Chaya Moni Bhuyan, visited Ruili, to make an interview with the ULFA Chief. She 

said to walk quite a few miles to meet the chief where many other cadres of ULFA were present. ULFA 

used her to reach to the government of India to disclose their demands and expose their views regarding 

China. Their strong link ups with Chinese government and intelligence agencies were revealed. In 2019, 

Baruah admitted in THE WEEK, that he cherish the cordial relation between ULFA and China. He even 

said China wants a strong hold on the Indian market and even on Kolkata port. The interview was later 

denied by the chief but was already on media. Retired officers of Indian intelligence agencies, especially 

RAW stated that the insurgent outfits, which are given shelter by China, are the eyes and the ears of Chinese 

government to know about Indian upcoming policies towards China. The insurgents are used as spies and 

for subversive activities by China whenever needed. Indian diplomats do visit China, the latter reciprocates 

as well but it hides the fundamental contradictions which has constantly ignites the fire of north east 

insurgency. Muivah, who first visited China at the age of 20 has on record appreciated China’s constant 

support towards NSCN – ‘I have great respect for Chinese leaders and Chinese people. I see in them 

greatness and so I have admiration for them. They tried to understand our point of view and that is in a way 

inspiring. Because great people like Chou-En Lai had the patience to listen to us,’ Muivah said this in 

NDTV’s WALK THE TALK interview. This view has been followed by Mizo, Meitei and also Assamese. 

Chinese on the other hand denies all involvement with north east but also denotes that it tries to keep all its 

options open. Thus north east ties with China can never be obliterated. 

Conclusion 

Reality of China’s renewed policies and interest in case of north east insurgency cannot be withered away 

in case of Indian security issues. The aggressiveness of China , especially in the border areas of north east 

India  has always claimed Arunachal Pradesh and its major links with the insurgent outfits of north east. 

The government of India in its negotiating policies with the outfits, must portray greater care, sincerity and 

clarity regarding its views towards the development of north east India and up gradation of its socio-

economic status .The involvement of the civilians, precisely the members of the outfits in government 

policies and understanding their demands and essentialities must be under strategic views of government 

.Any miscommunication or lack of understanding means opening of its own grave when it comes to Indo-

Chinese foreign policy issues. Nagaland governor RN Ravi has pointed on the issue of Indo-Chinese stating 

that -‘China has been influencing popular opinion on progressive policy of the Indian government in the 

region .The Red Dragon , playing smartly , has been operating through pressure groups here and delaying 

the developmental projects .’This indeed a serious threat to government towards development of north east 

and the major policies intertwined with it. 

 

Endnotes 
1 French –built Dassault Ouragan fighters nick named Tufani) 
2 Binalaxmi Nepram is a humanitarian, author, and female activist for the advocacy of gender rights and 

women –led disarmament movements with the objective of arresting gun culture and bringing about peace 

for her home state of Manipur in particular and north east India in general (en.m.wikipedia.org) 

 

References 

1. Ajay Sahni, “good and bad news from the north east” Outlook, 28 March 2012 



The Social Science Review A Multidisciplinary Journal. Jan-Feb, 2024. Vol. 2. Issue 1. 138-145 

Published by:  

Pather Dabi Educational Trust, (Regn No: IV-1402-00064/2023), Under Govt. of West Bengal, India. 

 

145 

2. Ajit Doval, “China factor in north east insurgency- Alarming Signals”, Vivekananda International 

Foundation, 31 January 2011 

3. Ajit Doval “Remote Control Rebels”, Out Look, February 7,2011 

4. Anil Bhat, “China As The Back Up Of North East Insurgents”, Times Of Assam, November 23, 

2011,http://www.timesofassam.com/headlines/china-as-the-backup-of-ne-insurgents 

5. Anita Mukherjee, “India as a Net Security Provider Concept and Impediments,” Rsis Policy Briefs, 

August2014, http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ PB_140903_India_Net 

_security.pdf 

6. Capacity Building for Conflict Resolution, 2008, Seventh Report, Government of India, Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission, New Delhi  

7. Derek Henry Flood, “India coy over Chinese spy”, Asia Times Online, 4 February 2011 

8. Lyle Moris, “Is China Backing Indian Insurgents?” The Diplomat,2011 

http://thediplomat.com/2011/03is-china-backingindian-insurgents/ 

9. Nagas have China option, says NSCN-IM army chief, Indian express,13 April, 2017 

10. “News from China”, Embassy of the People's Republic of China, New Delhi, (vol. XXV, no. 3, 2013) 

p. 4. 

11. Pradeep Kumar Rai, “Insurgency In North east India: Cross Border Connection, Scholar’s Voice: A 

new way of thinking”, (vol-1, no-1) pp 167-178 

12. Rakhee Bhattacharya, “North east and its borders: negotiating security and development”, (New Delhi: 

Routledge,2014) 

13. Subir Bhaumik, “Troubled Periphery: The crisis of north east India”, (New Delhi: Sage, 2009) 

14. Sandeep Unnithan, “gun runners of north east”, India Today, 28 May 2011 

15. Strategic Digest, vol.36, no.8, August 2006, p.994 

16.  Sipra Sen, “The Tribes of Tripura: Description, Ethnology and Bibliography”, (New Delhi: Gyan 

Publishers ,1993) 

17.   Shyam Saran, “Is a China-Centric World Inevitable?” The Wire, 22 July 2017, 

https://thewire.in/160368/china-centric-world-inevitable/.  

18. Sayed Ali Mujtaba, “Indo-Myanmar relations: Problems and Prospects,” ORF discussion series, 28 

August, 2006 

19. Subir Bhaumik, “Time to work together with Dragon”, The Telegraph, December 9, 2014. 

20. The Indian Express, New Delhi, December 14, 2001 

21. “The Chinese Connection”, Foreign Policy, 15 June, 2015, http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/25/the 

Chinese connection/ 

22. “The arms were reportedly to be handed over ultimately to the NSCN-IM” 

hhtp://www.satp.org/news/December/news07.htm 

23.  V.K. Anand, “Insurgency and Counter Insurgency: A Study of Modern Guerrilla Warfare”, (New 

Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications,1981) 

24.  Wasbir Hussain, “Insurgency in Northeast India: The Chinese Link, Institute of Peace and Conflict 

Studies”, 2 February 2015, http://www.ipcs.org/article/india/insurgency-in-northeast-indiathe-chinese-

link-4826.html 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/25/the%20chinese%20connection/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/25/the%20chinese%20connection/
http://www.ipcs.org/article/india/insurgency-in-northeast-indiathe-chinese-link-4826.html
http://www.ipcs.org/article/india/insurgency-in-northeast-indiathe-chinese-link-4826.html

